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Ice Breaker Is Asked to End Harbor Jam
Dock Commissioner
Hulbert Takes Im-

portant Step in Ef-

fort to Prevent Fuel
and Food Famines

now New York's new
UNTIL of Dorics, Murray Hul-

bert has not hmi pniminently men-

tioned a being among the men who

re working with ever' energy Jo defeat
the combination of icy weather and lack

f al reaerre anJ aolve the problem of
bringing fori io a stiirering city. But as
a matter of faet he has devoted his most

earnest effort to this vital question since

taking office, and has formulated one
lan at least which bids fair to result in

uirk legislation destined fo go far in

safeguarding tiie eity from a second
with the unhappy renditions

prerailing at the present moment.

As a member of the executive com-

mittee of r!ie Mayor's Committee of Com-

missioners on the" Fuel Situation, it luis
been Commissioner HnlherlVdiiry to give
especial study to the harbor conditions
afTerting the transportation of coal, ami
be has looked at them both from the view-

point of the intereats of New York city
and from the larger viewpoint of New
York's importanre in the Federal pro-
gramme of military efficiency.

It lui rente to his attention that fber;
are srre or tugboats now out of busli-

ne in the harbor because of mote or less
serious accident due to contact with ice.
Even in normal times this decreas
in hauling power would be sufficient !

ereate eonniderablc interruption of busi-es- s:

and now, when a good many tugs
have been eommandeered for (Sovernnient
serviee. and in. view of the vastly

demand for tugboats to move
the heavy freight shipments, tins short-
age has become a serious problem. It
has occasioned :i letdown in shipping

at this port, and this is due to .1

ingle factor ice. f
The Commissioner has reached the

tltat in order to efieciivly afc-guar- d

the shipping ami the couiucr c ot
the port important in normal lime-- , and
donbly under the strain of war
facilities should be provided for eopiug
with iee floes, soch as exist jut now. yi
that tugs and ferryboats, barges and
floats can le assured of channels cleared

Now the Time Sign the Dotted Line
as the tellow says, is just oueLlrT.. thing after another these days.

There's the tar, real and personal.
aid flie which is just

as real and a wght more personal.
and the iueonte tax, which is the
acme of realism and the limit of personali-
ties, and the blankety blank excess protits
tax and the blank coal bio and the
automobile tax.

Klmer tSoofns. the eminent statistician
of University, has computed that the
li,t00,ntHI persons in New York, from the
time of the State census up through
and including the income tav iiiiuisitioti
in March, will have expended in tilling out
blanks energy eipiivsilent to that required

to load the available supply of coal at Jer-
sey tidewater in knitting bags and carry
it aeros the harbor on ferryboats.

The professor also computes that the
blank lines tilled in by our ti.OOO.OO'i

knotted end to end would be long euoutrh
to duplicate the barbed wire entangle-

ments defending the Allies' line from the
Be'gian coast to the Swi-- s border.

But lie all these things as they may. the
sea -- on is upon us when we must get out
new license plates for the Ford-Arro-

The process is simple. First we note
carefully the return address printed upon
he envelope which brings the notice

"U"J7 West .Seventy-fourt- h street" and
ate Shouted about from local to express
until we gel there. Then we trail the
sign: -- Ifenioveil to N". W. corner Broad-

way and Sivty-tifl- h street." and hoof it

southward.
Trade follows the Secretary of State's

llag. At P.ioadway and Sixty-tilt- h street
a has set up shop with
irood durable lens which never baiktires
even alter shooting the face of a Times
Square taxi drifrr. Across the hall is at

A PHILADELPHIA ICE BREAKER . NOTE HIGH PROW.
of ice and their trip.? from, one shore io
anothe: le made reasonably free from
danger of any accident due to Moating in-- .

Acting to this end Commissioner Hul-lie- rt

has forwarded to representative
Thomas F. Smith of the New York dele-

gation in Washington the draft of a hill
calling for a Federal appropriation for
an ice breaking lioat Tor the port of New

Yrk to serve both the New York and
the Jersey shores, as needed. It seems
a hit strange, that both Philadelphia ami
Baltimore, which are further south th-i- :

New York, have had ice boat for a num-

ber of years, ami that the great port of
New York has never hail a publie'y

owned ire breaker.
The I'nited States (ioverrinirnt makes

an annual for removing
drittw.md fiom New York haibor. and
this tuns to about JfcMI.OiMI, the ligme
itii'liiding cost of removing wrecks. In
the opinion of the IWk Commissioner
and of prominent shipping turn it is not
le necessary to have the ie- - broken Up

so that the tides can sweep it out from
the slips and bulkheads. It is slid that
the salvage from an ice boat would un-

doubtedly go a good way toward paying
for the cost and main!iiuttre of it. When
not in use a- - an ire breaker it could be
used in the harbor tire control service.

Commissioner llnlbert's bill eariies an
appropriation of $100,000, but m par-

ticular type of lioat is specified in it or
recommended. It is not expected tliat

stir would he ready for use before next
whiter, but shipping men of New York
would look forward to another se'isoii
like the present with far mure confidence
if they knew that their era ft were I have
this new safeguard.

It is Mr. Ifnl'ierl's opinion that while
the tee breakers of Baltimore and Phil-

adelphia are municipally owned New
York's e breaker would more properly

1m- - under Federal ownership, because of
the fact that it would be Used for ser-

vice in the waters of two States. An

Is
electrical piano store with a side line 0'
liability insurance. I'psiairs is confusion.

"Line forms this way. Chauffeurs ibis
side. Owners over here." A busy man
in the centre of the floor shoos applicants
this way and that, culling the sheep from
the goats, as it were; the owner, of'
course, being the goat.

You solemnly swear this or that till in

the inevitable blanks, sign 011 the dilt
dotti-- line, ante from 5 upward, arronl-in- g

to the alleged horse-powe- r of your car.
and get a htown envelope full of tin.
You open it with cuiiosity what's the
color scheme for I'.IIS? lied and white
and your car is bright green! Oh, well.

WAR DEVELOPS ODD FREAKS
tellers, crystal gazers,

F'OKTFNK
and many otheis who

lay claim to the power to look into

the Inline are 111.1111", Luge slims in

Kn::land despite the vigilance of the po

lice. Persons with relative, at the front

are the niin-ipa- l victims. "Prophets"
hav- - it all over the British es who

foretell evciything from the date ol' the
ciiiling of the war to the smallest details
of, the rceoll-tmrtio- ll pelloil. both in

(real Britain and on the oiitiueiil. Some
dire predictions atlralrd the attention of
the sii-rc- t service and it wa- - found that
I'erm.iii jo!d had been piointiii"; the
sayings.

Old Moon', who can ioiut to a lon lis)

of "prcdn tnuis that cinie true." says in

his liiuc 11 l!MS that the pejee treaty
will be signed in Berlin this year and
adds: "As regards the tuturr of (ii-man- y.

I anticipate a revolution, an entire
break up of the empire, the isid of the

iee breaker, it was explained, is a large
and powerful tog capable of resisting
the impact of heavy ire cakes and with
engine capable of driving her through
deep Hoes or even through solid ire. The
plates on these herculean craft are six
and seven inches in thickness, as against
the half inch plates of the ordinary steel
ti:g. The driving power of an ice boat in
New Yoik harbor could he used not only
lo cut ire but possibly to throw water
to the top of the (lattery skyscrapers in
case of the.

New York haibor had a powerful lit;;
called the Ice King last winter which,
although privately owned, was available
as an ice cutter when needed. Hut the
Ice King is now in other waters with
the Stars and S.ripes living at her mast-

head, performing important servie- - for
the nation. She was not. however, the
most approved type of her kind, as her
plow had what is technically known as
a straight stem: that is. ir cut the water
in a perpendicular line. The most suc-

cessful iee breakers are those having a
prow shaped somewhat like a racing
ImucI; that is. a curve thai enables toe
prow of the Imal to crowd up on the iee,
no to speak, and to hteak it from above.
The boat with the straight stemmed prow
cracks the ice in lines ladialing from the
point of impact, but the Imi:iI with re-

ceding or curved prow smashes from
above and drives rhe iee under. Then
the hull ot" the boat pushes it aside and
a channel is much more iptickly and
effectively fotmed.

This is the type of ire breaker used in
Copenhagen arid in Finnish and Baltic
ports. It is the type used by the. Can-

adian tiovernmenl in the stanch little
boat that plies daily in winrer between
'ha riot tr( own. P. I. I., and the ma'n-lam- l

carrying passengers and freight
and Incusing its way as it goes along.
This j;s put into about two year-a";- o.

The largest and most powerful ice

it e:i he painted over for i50 or so.

The automobile bureau of the Secielary
of Slav's oflirr is one of the busiest
places in all New York just now. Kvery
car mu .1 d'spl.iy its new license plates
on and after February 1. It is the ciis-omo- f

the country to put the job oft until
the Isst day. but enough owi.ers and
chaufl'ciiis violate tradition to make tilings
lively as early as January 1.1.

With nearly all the returns in for
PUT there were 1 77.271! se's of plates
issued dining the year in the ten counties
of the dis'ricl tireater New Yoik. Nas-

sau. Suffolk. Iforklainl. Putnam and
We..tchesier. Chauffeurs to the number

llolieuollcrn dynasty and the ignomiiii-oii- s

flight of the Kaiser to Iind death in
obscuritv."

issued by the
AWAKS'INO

ol the British

Ministry of Munitions reveals thai many
I jig'i ! girls woiking in munition plants
are iisjn dangerous "war paint." T N T
powder is lirinir rubbed ii.to I heir hair
lo imparl a chestnut or auburn color. The
warning sii: "'I In- - piacttic is a most

!.nigeioiis one. The familiar pigmenta-I'o- n

of the skm line to handling this e

plosive is not in itself a serious mailer,
toi it vve,ii off altci a time; but the skin
Is a gieat aboihrl" of poi-01- and toxic
jauudi'c and dermatitis may resiill.
Tho-- e coiitiiiu.illy "doping" the se.ilp and
roots of the hair with T N T would lay
tho!selvcs open to ihis le com-;Iaiil- l.

hat apjil l'loiu-tli- i- tin- - cfi'ccs of
I he slulV on their hill cells and tissue is m
110 way persistent,"

breaker in the world is said to ue the
KriuurW. now in service in Archangel.
Knssia. It was built in an I'luli-- h ship-

yard for the Kussian (lovernmerit at a
cost of more than a million dollars.

The city of Philadelphia m.iiiit litis and
operates two ire boats. No. sometime-- ,

called the John Weaver, was cons meed
at the Cramp sVpyards in lttl)i at a

price of .I00,00. Ths is a steel
triple screw lhiat 'ill leer loug.

The other boat, known as No. "J. was

constructed by the (Vamps in lKi'S at a
contract piire of .iltil.OOfl. and has lieeii

in Use since (hat time. She is an iron

paddle wheel boat 20l! feet long.

When these two boats are not in ser-

vice as ire In rakers they aie generally
lied up at the city wharf, the heimr
transferred to the dredging plant owned
by the municipality. Muring the present
war cnieigeney the John Weaver was
used in the harlnir dining the summer of
HUT as a school lor educating and traili-

ng matiue engineers, and will serve the
same purpose in the summer of PU.S.

I tolh the Philadelphia iee breakers h ive
been eii'ja'jed thi- - winter during the
severe weather in keeping open the chan-

nel ol the Delaware Ifiver to the sea. and
the work has been so well arrouiplished
that there has been no congestion on ac-

count of ire in the harbor.
In Baltimore two powerful ire h..it.s

keep the harbor open throughout the
most scvrte winters mid safeU r.mv.iy
vessels to ami flout the citv.

Before sending his bill to Washington
Commis-ioii- cr Huihcil took pains tu iind
out the opin'oii of (he leading commercial
organisations of the city and of well

known shipping lirms. A ipiick response
of approval met his suggestion, the con-

sensus of thai hud an
ire bleaker been at work in the

harltor during the few weeks just passed
it would have more than paid for its
initial cost thioii-'- prevention .if acci-

dents and damage to shipping.

to on

questionnaire,

photographer

BATTLESHIP

appropriation

opiuionbeing

of W.t.'U I were licensed and operators
iiiimU'riug (iti.tMii. Il is a curious thine;
that while every member of a family
who ever drives the car must lake
out an operator's license under the new
law the sum total of chauffeurs and opera-
tors outnumbers by only alMiilt .'1,000 the,

total of pleasure and ommercial vehicles.
Probably every one knows that certain

numbers are reserved for public odicials
and others who arc favored by I he See-rela-

of State. But not every one knows
what they are Ironi I to J.lrtlO plain,
from -l to I'.OOO.B and I mm IK to
1,000-K- .

Many arc the .superstitions encountered
in making up these lists, (iov. Whitman
lias numbers I and '2. Several owners
beg for 17. or any number wilh 17 in it.
Another owner solemnly protested he'd
sell his car if he couldn't change his
plate with 17 on il. "Some won't have
anything with I'.l in it. while otheis lieg
just as hard for some number embodying
the jinv o combination.

Tile war of course has had its effeel on
the uulomohile bureau. For one thing it
is I Srd to get the necessary blanks. Many
notices lo motorists were scnl oul telling
them to ge! their new license plates, hut
not enclosing the notice that a new opera-

tor's license also is necessary February 1.

This led to considerable confusion, but
il is hciiQ; ret i lied as fast as blanks ran
be sec 11 red.

For another thing help is hard lo gel.
"I'he Jai'ilaty nisli calls for about twenty-liv- e

extra girls in the ollice, lypisS and
deiks. licenses to ISO.000 is a

big business. It is pioticdilc too. In
lillli the Slale collected ,.'ii,.000 from
this ilistrn-i- . Last year in round uum!era
il took in s. 1.000,00(1 mote than thai.

Fill out v'our blanks and conn- - across!


